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Stalin Sinks Into Coma, 
Condition Called Grave 


MOSCOW. Thursday, March 5 (AP) — Premier Josef Stalin lay in a deep 


coma today. A new medical bulletin—the second to be issued since the Russian. 
leader was stricken Sunday night with a brain hemorrhage—-said his condition "con- 
tinues serious." 
. 
; 


The bulletin, the first report on Stalin's health since the initial announcement' 


of his illness yesterday morning said his breathing had improved somewhat yester-! 
day after the use of oxygen arid medicinal drugs, but later in the day "grave breath-; 
ing disturbances recommenced." 
[ 


The report covered Stalin's condition up to 2 a. mTTcuTay, Moscow time (G p. 


Family and Friends Say Goodbye 


Pottsto\vn time Wednesday). It was broadcast to the people of the Soviet Union first; 
at 6:30 a. m. Moscow time Thursday (10:30 p. m. Pottstown time Wednesday). 
; 


The bulletin said Stalin's heart action and blood circulation remained greatly; 


impaired, and that in addition to the hemorrhage in his left brain sector, the trunk; 
section of his brain was affected, accompanied by "disturbances of the most important1 
functions of breathing and blood circulation."' 
: 


"Toward* tk« CM) •* March 4. the state of health of Josef V. Stalin continues irave." Ihe bul- 


letin said. TW patient it in a slate of deep nnconscransness. 
Nervous regulation of breathing a* 
• 


well at cardiac activity eMtinne U remain jcreatly impaired." 


The bulletin mentioned some of 
* 
• 


the measures being taken in the 
treatment of the Russian chief. 
including oxygen, stimulants, and 
penicillin. 


Russia's m i 11 La n s clustered 


around their radios to hear the 
latest bulletin. 
F o r 22 hours — 


since the first announcement of 
their leader's illness — they had 
waited sorrowfully and patiently 
for further new.>. 


The 
Council 
of Ministers 


(cabinet; of tne USSR and the 


Pottstonians in USSR 
Had Glimpse of Stalin 


iosef Stalin may be a man of mystery throughout 


YOUTH'S SKULL 
FRACTURED IN 
AUTO ACCIDENT 


Hospital Reports Driver 


In Serious Condition 


! 
After Crash 
i 


.VEHICLE SWERVED WILDLY, 


INTO SHOW WINDOWS 


ithe world but to at least three. Pottstonians. he is a person; 
|whom they saw in person at jclose range. 
: 


i 
They agreed yesterday that Stalin's death probably would be morej 


iof a help than a hindrance to the achievement of American aims in; 
! world affairs. 
. | 
I 


; 
Travelers 
who 
have 
actually- 


;seen the enigmatic Soviet dictator!M 
• 
r 
I 


!are Samuel 
Konikoff 
519 Kins BUSinCSSfflflll iCCIS 


Communist 
party's 
Central 


committee announced that (her 
were "guiding" the party and 
country and expressed confi- 
dence that the ?M Million Sov- 
iet peopJr. '"in these difficult 
days.'' would rallv round. 


There has not yet been any in-iKlnS street, and Fred T Cadmus; 


dication here as to how leadership IJr- vvho u"as Hvm? m Pottstown • 


iwhen he returned from a trip to 


^•Russia. 


Cadmus is the son of Mrs. K. T. 
Complete Coverage 


Mercury readers are given 


complete coverage in stories 
and pictures M the situation 
in the USSR brought ab»«t by 
the critical illness »f Premier 
Josef V. Stalin. In addition to 
these storks •« Page 1. you'll 
find a full page of photographs 
and a biographical sketch of 
tie Soviet leader *n Page 21. 
and newi ab««t a 


Leader Is Ready to 


Stalin's Place 
'Cadmus, widow of the former man-; 
lager of the McCkntic-Marshall steel; "When Lenin died everybody got: 
•works here- 
He now heads ihe|excited and wondered who would; 


'Alexandria. Va . Iron works. His;or could take his place. 
Then; 


(brothers include Justice .of 
the;Stahn came along. 
j 


jPeace Kichard H. Cadmus, of the! "Now the same questions are! 
(Seventh ward. 
: being asked about .Stalin's succes-j 


| 
Both the rr^yearold Konf-';sor. There'll be somebody ready."! 


{ koff and the SI year old Cad- 
! That's .the way a Pottstown area! 


mas saw Stalin while in Mos- 
cow in preparation for indus 


[man 
viewed the impending death! 


iof Russia's leader. 
! 
Gearge Wr Griffiths. Shenkel 


native of Russia j _raa<n.; P*»8*y*7iUg•_-"•- •»*-•? 


of the government or party will be;saw Stalin on his last" rrrtr-rtrSus^ 
w°° saw Staim Ti pers^nrom 


affected by the fact that Stalin isjsia. in 1938. when he and other j close range. 


"It was in 1933." Griffith, 
incapacitated. 
..American industrial workers went! 


—Her cur u SizfJ Phoio 


They carried Bobby Walters to his final restin* place in a little 
white casket under gray March skies yesterday. Friends and 
relatives gathered around the casket (upper photo) in a Souderton 
funeral home. The Rev. Ellis Graber. pastor of New Zion's Menno- 
nite church, Souderton. stood (hands clasped) at the head of the 
casket. Robert Walters Sr.. father of the Green Lane KD 1 polio 
and cancer victim, (dark templed glasses) looked at the casket 
while his wife cried in a white handkerchief. Bobby's brother. 
Raymond Lee. stood between his parents during the1 ceremony. 
Four young boys (lower photo) who knew Bobby when he was 
well and happy, carry the white casket U» St. Paul's Lutheran 


cemelerv. Telford. 


I 
A 
22-year old. delirious 


•youth was fighting for hi? 
-life 
in 
Memorial 
hospitn! 


jearly this morning after the 
jcar he was operating swerved 
! across "\Vest High street _late 
|last night, shattered three 
!panes of show-windo-.v glass 
Und rolled over, tossing the 
'victim to the pavement. 


I 
Freeman Stone. 22. foster 
son 


!of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Goettman. 
|ll2L Queen street, was reported 
Jin serious condition by hospital 
1 rmLrtoriiies- 
; 
Besides multiple cuts and bruises 


'about the head and botiy, he was 
'suffering from a skull fracture. 
i 
Authorities said three doc- 


i birs had done everything they 
i could for him by 1 a. m. 
"-They 


had to wait until he regained 
strength before doing anything 
further. 


j 
One police officer said a piece 


[the size of an orange had been 


i gouged out of his scalp. 


7 Men and Women Post $300 Bail 
For Court on Charges of Gambling 


! THE 
ACCIDENT occurred 
at 


111:05 p. m. on West High street. 
JThe Stone car was traveling east 
ion Route 422 at what an eye- 
! witness described as "a high rate 
jof speed." 


i 
'"Suddenly, right in front of me/' 


, , , f 
^said truck driver Mario Diclerico, 


t 
Seven Pottstown area men and women were held |"or;Philadelphia, "the c?.r shot right 


I court on S300 bond each yesterday on charges of setting; acrOSS the street .rammed into the 
! up gambling: devices. 
ishow windows of a new car agency, 


I 
The hearing for one of the biggest crackdowns on gambling iii;and bounced off again.' When it 


i Montgomery county in recent years was held before Schwenksvillej^m^gd tne guy was thrown from 


i Justice of_the Peace Walter Jarman. 


i 
Bail for si* of the defendants ;~ 


S Frederick, himself out on bail fol-i 
1 lowing-his arrest by JeflersonviHe' 


i.: isuttjjolice after 17:ski 


Electrical Storm 


'wrafflwsthwWaliWeaiheri 


^uSere.to build a huge tractor plant'owns the'Southwark Manufacturing! 


TrTERE HAS been no word fromlon the edge of Siberia. 
icompany in Camden, N: J., s^B^LI... Ill A If A** RaMAnf" ISnfnR tr^mMI 


the Kremlin about Stalin's condi-! 
. . . 
- 
jlast night. 
DODDf flillCI) DVlKa, IKIIIIR W«l IICU 


tion since the first, bulletin, which' 
FOR THE PARADE celebrating j "f was in Russia on a ten-day j 
* 


covered the situation up to 2 a. mJthe 1317 Bolshevik revolution in j business trip and was standing in: 
today. Further bulletins have been'Russia. foreign dignitaries 
andjRed Square r i g h t near Lenin's! 


promised, but there is no hint as';technicians were allowed to standUomb. ^Stalin 
waHce^d by ^sur-j ^^_ burie<j gobby Walter yes IThomson, Seliersvtlle RD 1: Mel-; 
By Neighboring Boys Who Knew Him 


iedly founcJ in 
;home.. 
. 


! 
The seventh defendant, Louis 


i 
P. Young, 1343 Sooth slreet. 


!. proprietor of a garage at 152* 
j - High street, put up his ow^ 
! 
hail, Jarman said. 


ithe car." 
j 
The car rolled over several times 


'.after hitting the building and shat- 
jtering the. huge panes of glass. It 
; landed on its roof headed west. 


SUM-, was thrown clear and 


lelt -lying on the 
Birt wlHMilM-\wa 
hr must hare struck his head 
against the jagged pieces of 
glass 
That's when the <hiuik 


was gouged ont of his scalp, 
police thought- 


He was rushed to Memorial 


to when they will come. 
ion a small platform built specially! rounded by men about a hundred: 


(There was a growing feeling in I1 


WAVTFn 
W.NTED 


jjfor them. Konikoff recalled. 
;feet away. I'd say, and 


the West that Stalin alreadv hasj 
On the hl'5e "viewing stand, hejinto the building where 


succumbed and that announcement;continued, "Stalin and all the so-jbody is exposed.^ ^ 
of his illness was a means of pre-i"lled 
dignitaries were- there. ; 


paring the minds of the Russian !Am°nK lhe dignitanes whom hej 
peopie for news of his death). 


R a d i o 
stations 
repeated 


fhrevgbofit the day the original 
hvfletin—which said the Prime 


(Continued on JT»i;«! Twfntj-one) 


walked 


Limerick School 
Employes Granted 
Increased Benefits 


Limerick township school board 


dedicated at its meeting last nijihti 
in grant nevv-_benefits to both itsi 
pTDTessional and 
non-professional- 


employes. 


Teachers will be given one day 


off with pay each month to visit j 
schools in surrounding districts, it 
•was announced. 


The b*aH ilvo adopted the 
\ 


.same skk leave pdky f*r won- 
; 


pr»(rt5*««al rmp4«yrs as 
ha<t 
• 


keen in effect fw pr*fessi«nal | 
workers. 
' 


These include five days sick! 


leave with full pay each year, asj 


terday. 
!vin Heebner. Telford: Donald Det-j 


- . , Under-grav clouds, through theSvciler. Seliexsville. and Donald;^^ Georae Wams -'Gilbertsville' 


L/cnln s;wind and rain the 4-year-old Green Brunner. SellersvDIe RD 1 — knew.RD ^ ^rry- Becker 
Potistown! 


!Lane RD 1 polio and cancer vie- Bobby when he was happy and:RD 4. Ki5ie ~Hetrick. Hoppenville.i 


, ,. 
itim was carried to a grave in Si. well. 
Pennsbur^ RD 
Ella Keiss. 339 i 
to followipaul.s 
Lutheran 
ccm(,(ery, Tel-; 
DeaUx came to Booby Saiurday.. - ^ 
= 
v e - n u e _ pennsburs, 
i 


! Pottstown experienced "its first! 
jthunder and lightning storm of the! 
(season yesterday but most resi-j 
jdents probably slept right through! 


, 
-it. 
- 
j hospital. 


! 
Young was the only one of the! The first ominous rumbles started; 
* * * 


I seven who pleaded guilty. 
The:5j-or;jv ^j^,- 3 a_ m 
anti by 3:40j 
IT \v~AS probably fortunate that 


;other six pleaded nol guilty. 
!a m 
tf,e fjashes and booms were; the body was thrown clear because 


'filling the sky in real August fash-jyje car—a new, smaller model— 


BESIDES YOUNG, c h a r g e , d ion. 


The raio came down violently 


until nearly S o'clock when it 


then 


ford, by four young boys. 


The little boy who died in 


Sacred Heart hospital. IVorris- 
town. this past Saturday after 
a prolonged battle ajainst the 
twin killers was compared yes- 
terday to the little boy in the 
Bible whose five barley loaves 
and two fishes were used by 
Christ to" feed the thoiisands. 


The Rev. Ellis Graber. pastor 


of IVew Zion's Mennoniie church, 


i Souderton, comaared the parable 
!of the fishc-s and loaves to the life 
iof Bobby Waliers. 


•just one year after he fell ind 
';bruised his right h;p while playing 
•at his home. 


He was admitted to Grand View; ihe 
seven 


'hospital. 
SeUcrsvillc, 
ibis 
past;charged by State: police 


i April 6. 
After 


'32 days of 


Slonaker, Red Hill and Ben-; 
F. Saylor. Zieglerville. 
j 


The 
seven 
defendants 
werei 


ith set-i 


hejan letting up. From 
through the remainder of the 
of the day the skies remained 
overcast and threatened shop- 
pers and workers with inter- 
mittent showers. 


Pottstown took on its usual 


I 
(Continu'd on -Pace Fiftren) 


| 
fga 


Burned-Out Family 
Receives More Aid 


i 
Sympathizers of the Koyersforrl 


RD 1 family burned out. of their 
home this past week sre increasing. 
hospital, 
beuersvme, ^s P'-:^^-^nn;:-,am'bling machines.'rainy weather appearance-ponds: Dome ous past *M^^«^. 


Aprils. f t e r a n _ operation and ang« P PC - - 
* 
Cu5.!formed at several intersections.! Yesterday an anonymous synrpa- 


StermLd Bobbvnhid cancer 
tomcr "sens a penny, pays offjCharlotte street sidewalks becamcithizer contributed ^ ^Uie M^ 


his weakened rxxly. 
r rom Lhen 
' 
• 
• 
^ ^ ^ 
__^_T. -f^miH- Pnvpr^fnrn RD 1. 


THE NEW ZfON^ PASTOR-told 


;,n) relatives and friends gathered 
Jin the 228 North Main street Sou-: VaUfrs 


his 
until he died he battled against: 
ihe two diseases. 


This past September 
Mer 


cury readers rallied behind the 
litde boy after they read about 


chances of sorvival. 


Thev contributed to the Bobby boarci. police asserted. 


roads became creek--family, Royersford KD 1. 


sub-station were SgT. Thomas V.:beds as catch basins flooded. 
Deviin and Cpl. Donald C. Bca-| 
"- * * 


craft, who led the investigation; THERE WAS one bright side to 
which resulted in the arrests. 
|{he damp picture, however, 
ll 


One of the defendants. George1 could have been snow' 


Adams, also had a 2-Vcent punch-: And if it had. the one-and-a- 


.quarter inches of rain that fell 


-;derton funeral home, both the boy 
Jin the Biblical parable 3 
gave "all they had"' in life 


"In both 
instance^." he 
con-- 


tinucd. "mankind profited by their: 
contributions." 
. 
; 


After the service the mourners 


trailed off in a caravan of cars to 
the muddy ccmetery- 


They cried arwnitd the grave 
• 


in the rain and winced in the 
; 


raw March wind which drilled ! 
the rain i»t« their faces. 
' 


The Rev. Graber presided at 


the brief service before the little 
while caskel was lowered into the 
-grave. 


THE BOARD will continue the 


same policy for sixth grade pupils; More than 800 Pottstown JunioriSnyder, electrician; Harold Schup- 
TOE 
TEEN-AGED boys who 


that it has followed in the past, it;High school pupils received first-!sky, mechanical engineer. 
carried the casket — Grier Russell 


fund 
which swelled to 


nearly S7000—a fund which paid 


.: hospital and medical expenses and 
'yesterday paid for funeral costs. 


THE READERS were sustained -. 


Beacraft 
testified 
that he 


found the machines in each of 
the establishments named, al- 
though they were not being op- 
erated at the time- 


lie also testified that he in- 


i would have amounted to 


The family of sis—including 


four children from ,"> to 11 years 
^f 
age—were left without a 


home this past Friday after- 
noon when fire gutter! their 
home. 


Beginning the campaign for 


more ihe afflicted family was Norman 


•wreil as three days off with pay on 
the death of a member of the em-: 
ploye's immediate family and <jne- 
diy off ^ith pay when a near rela- 
tive dies. 
I 


Here's tow F. T. Cadmns, 


nteMber •( a well-known Pntts- 
t*wn fa«Uy. I^ke4 on th* day 
he retnn*e4 U Pwttstow* fr«iH 
a trip to Rvssia nrriiiie whkh 
be -taw J*s<-f Stalin Anring a 
Mar Day parade. 


. 


by the way Jhe little boy faced his 
-ried 19 pennies in one of the ma- 


inevitable plight- He baffled even chines, was assured that he would 


Continued pn rair TwEnty-fivr) 
(CoTitina^tl <m fxtt 
Twrnly-fivf) 


-than 12'-,- inches of the white stuff.'P. Turner. 15. son of Mr.^and Mrs. 


The w-eatherman estimates that Ben ?.iarchr South Fourth avenue, 


:or.e inch of rain is equivalent to Royersford KD 1. 
ilO inches of snow. 
! 
* 
'" * 


The. 
rain 
brought 
warm 
: THE MARCH family has pro- 


weather with it. Through (he 
:videri z temporary home for the 


early morning hours the mcr- 
Sweetlands and is continuing the 


(Contmor* <m Pace Twcnty-fnr) 
(Continued on r*$r. Fifteen) 


SamnH Kowkoff. il» 
Ki«C 


street, recalls seeiw? Premier 
Stalin in M»sc«w. K*nik*ff was 
in the USSR capital in 1»3S, 
while he was working •* a 


tractor plant. 


Hearing Brings Glum Looks 


Juior High Pipils Hear Career Talks 


was dccid«l last nigh 


Under this policy the pupils 


(C»iittit>t« •» Fi«r Fift««) 


THE WEATHER 


F«r E a s t e r n 


' 
. 
va»a: 


information yesterday-that; Also. Miller C. Long, farming: 


y h«lp them decide what voca-JH. Bert Shaw, service station op-: 


ition to follow after they graduatc^erator; insurance agent. Charles 
jfmm High school. 
:Knisley: L. Stanley Maugcr. law; 


j The event was the annual .7unior:thc Rev. Edgar S. Horn, minister: 
jHigh school Career Conference inipaul 
Karson, 
musician: 
Chief 


"iwhich adult .representatives from I Dangers. Navy and Marines: Jo- 


Today, mostly fair with a high be-;.^ varied ficids Save ^lpiis insightiseph Sobkowiak, pharmacist: Mrs. 
tween 40 and 46. Tomorrow '"-Unto the phases of their work. 
lOrpha Miller, nursing. 


creasing 
cloudiness 
wnln 
little; 
j^ cwrfert»ces started at j Also. William Shaner. photog- 


1 p. M. iMl WW^d W^ at 3 f. M- 
\ 
<Cw«til*W*¥ W» Fa^e Fifteen) 


K3icli pcpH t^^k 
NI luK-nMvr 
j 
— 
— 
i 


t«ttr« 
*^^ 
Jiu^k^v^^^h< ^^ 
f ^h^ 
' ^Mm 
^h 
*• 
%«l tfl3 
Jli^R 
HI?V •jS^^^lS 
^m 
W"^ 
| ^^lm+f 
^K A^^^^M 


tw« fieMrs •«• hn prrfemtce. 
HOj MUCH 


Speaking were Russel King, 


accounting: auto mechanic, John 
Jacobs; Rita Carson, beautician 


ON 
THE 


MAIN DRAG 


change in temperature- 


56 Mercury 36 


Antics 
High 
LOW 


TEMPERATURE EXTREMES 


Eliiabcth Bassett, 88. lone living! 


jand "rnanictiriit: 
Gurncy 
Biehl,!chartcr 
member 
of 
Pottstown 
I 


Local 
temperatures 
yesterday bookkeeper 
a'rtd 
cashier; 
John!chapter. King's Daughters society,! 


and early 
4 ft. m. ... 
5 ». m. . . . 
8 a. m . 
7 ». m. ... 
» ». m. ... 
9 *- m, . . . 


30 ft jf\ 
11 ji m 
12 m 


2 D. m. .. . 
3 D. tt. ... 


this morning were 


4« 
4 T>. m 


......47 
5 13. TT1. .... 
« I D. m 
.'.48 7 n. m 
•« S o. m. .... 


.". 
^t S p. m 


V) 11 D 
m. 
, .. ..51 12 D. m 
.... ij I » m 


S3 2 ». m 
M 1 ». n> 


: 
JMeade, brick and stone mason; 


u 
::::« 
....so 


George 
Haas, -bus a n d 
truck 


driver; Allen Hutt. Sanders and 
Thomas, carpenter. 
::::*| 
... 


43 
IT cn c*r t»u uairv ^>«imi'<r 


41 
39 
31 


....11 


M 


and metallurgist; Walter Hcise, 
draftsman; Wilbur R e i n h a r t , 
dressmaker and seamstress; Johi 


was reported in a "slightly im- 
proved" condition 
at 
Pottstown 


hospital last night. 


Miss Bassett was admitted to 


the hospital Sunday after she suf- 
fered an attack of. grippe. 


She celebrated her 88th birthday 


anniversary this past Valentine's 
D»r- 


DORl 


—musing over Quaker 


meetings 


BHX DEEGAX 


—calling a little late 


DAX PETTIGREW 


—enjoying 
refreshments 


DONALD COCHHAN 


—greetinR a* friend 


ANTHONY SMITH 


-—examining a comb 


ROBERT MAUGER 


—finding the weather chilly 


JACK C. ECKSTRO* 


—calling his dog 


REV. DR. LUTHER A...KROUSE 


—making hospital visits 


MIKE OSKARA 


—talking b»scb»ll 


KOSE STRANG 


-<«llini New York 


area ntrn »m 


State prtfce len Schwenksvffle JnMice «f 
h«w they li*»4 if»»h«iig wachi»« ta 
the ftan *efe«li»t«. The hearing! were 
••4 M ieTCT *efe«Una were heM f*r 


whHe 
—Mercury Staff 
Photo 


.«flRCiilVE»torrw- 


